
From: Daly, Eric
To: Villatora, Liliana; Pierce, Jennifer; Froikin, Sara; Mills, Flaire
Subject: Summary of May 6 odor incident - please review for accuracy
Date: Thursday, May 13, 2021 8:16:16 PM
Attachments: St. Croix Odor Complaint 05-06-2021 OSC Daly.docx

Good Evening:
 
Below is my original email to ORC regarding my May 6th, 2021 exposure to
the gasoline release while driving near Container Port.  Please let me know if
you need anything else. I am traveling back to NJ tomorrow and will have
sporadic availability.
 
 
Regards,
 
Eric M. Daly
On-Scene Coordinator/Radiological Response Specialist
US Environmental Protection Agency- Region II SEMD/RPB/PPS
2890 Woodbridge Avenue
Edison, NJ 08837
daly.eric@epa.gov
908-420-1707
"We must, indeed, all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately",
Benjamin Franklin
 
 
From: Daly, Eric <Daly.Eric@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 7, 2021 4:49 PM
To: Mills, Flaire <Mills.Flaire@epa.gov>; Pierce, Jennifer
<pierce.jennifer@epa.gov>
Cc: Froikin, Sara <Froikin.Sara@epa.gov>; Villatora, Liliana
<Villatora.Liliana@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Summary of May 6 odor incident - please review for accuracy
 
Good Afternoon:
 
I apologize for the delayed response.  It’s been a long day so far.  Attached is a
draft of my encounters using your notes as a foundation.  I kept it in Word just
in case you want to comment and ask for more clarity.  Thanks
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Eric Daly-EPA Region 02 On-Scene Coordinator (Attorney/Client Privilege)



1. On May 6, 2021, I was driving to investigate odor complaints from May 5, 2021.  EPA was informed by Limetree Bay representatives that the odors could be coming from neighboring asphalt plants to the west of the Limetree Bay facility.  There were two facilities I was interested in conducting a “drive by inspection” to see if they were still in operation and/or to talk to their environmental staff.  While driving to the facilities, I intermittently had my car windows slightly open but at the time of this experience, my car windows were rolled up, with A/C circulating internally. I noticed an odor and pulled over.  I rolled down my car window down to ask a worker on the side of the road what location I was at?  What facility was he working at?  The worker informed me it was “Container Port. I was surprised how unaffected the workers were by the odor.  As if there was nothing different going on.  They had no respiratory protection at all.  I immediately closed my window and pulled away driving north.  I determined that I was slightly west of the Limetree facility.  The odor I briefly encountered was overwhelming and nauseating. I normally am suited up with respiratory protection and other PPE prior to being exposed to something like this.  It was unexpected.  The smell was gasoline-like in nature, but it was stronger than gasoline. I have experience inspecting refineries and other facilities, as well as general life experience mowing lawns and pumping gasoline, and I am familiar of what gasoline smells like and what many other substances emitted by refineries smell like. This odor was stronger, more pungent than others I have encountered.  The odor was overwhelming and felt as if I would be sick. I sent an email to EPA Region 02 REOC with a Google maps screenshot to my location.  The REOC was receiving multiple calls from the National Response Center regarding similar odor complaints. The DPNR Environmental Director also contacted me with similar odor complaints.  I then planned to visit those two locations which were described as Whim Estates and Mars Hill. As I drove away, even with the A/C on and recirculating air, I continued to smell the odor. 

1. I did not detect any orders in the towns that I investigated which were on the southwest side of the island.

1. I did feel sick throughout the afternoon. 

1. It was obviously to me the odor was emitting from Limetree and not the asphalt plant(s). I could tell due to my location, the wind direction at the time, and other factors. 

1. When I returned to the hotel, the woman at the front desk referenced the facility restarting the coker plant and said that it was the source of the smell.

1. Throughout the afternoon, my head felt “cloudy” and needed to shower because I felt “contaminated.” 





Regards,
 
Eric M. Daly
On-Scene Coordinator/Radiological Response Specialist
US Environmental Protection Agency- Region II SEMD/RPB/PPS
2890 Woodbridge Avenue
Edison, NJ 08837
daly.eric@epa.gov
908-420-1707
"We must, indeed, all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately",
Benjamin Franklin
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